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‘William Wolkoff, 100, at the dahlia garden he founded at Bayard Cutting Arboretum in Great River. He fell in love with the colors and showiness of dahiias after he retired.
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William Wolkoff has raised the profile
of the long-blooming beauties on Long Island
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started the garden with nine
raised beds, 16 feet by 6 feet,
and now there are 43.”

retirees pol?_nt and maintain 300

varieties of plants,

from the tiny “ball” Imm

the giant “dinnerplate” variety.
“Dahlias are very unique

flowers,” said Wolkoff, whose

they are so spectacular.”

can be replanted in the spring.

MASTER GARDENER
An award-winning master
gardener trained at Suffolk

County’s Cornell C
Enmsion in the science and
o’;ardemng, Wolkoff is
‘nearly 85,000 certified
tensum Master Gardeners
who volunteers across the
nnﬁon,-according to the Exten-
sion Master Gsrdene‘rvgro-
gram. The program, which for
the past 50 years has been
suppotted by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, promotes
sustainable gardening by edu-
cating the public,
A contractor by trade,
‘Wolkoff constructed a trellis in

See DAHLIA on E18
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o o — The colors are absolutely magnificent .
fent dahi soceies crost Every one of them says, Lookatme!’"
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POST- BLOOM®
Born in 1922 in Bay Ridge,
Bi yn, the young Wolkoff cuup!esetﬂedinlslip,raimg IslandHortimituralSode&y, den, and he let us expand it ters, for the success of the
graduated from the former children. By the ear! at Planting Fields Arbore-  year by year.” garden and exhibition.
Haaren High School in Manhat- l950s he and his bmther-m—law in U Brookville, and Kevin Wiecks, the current
tanandenhstedmtheUS. hadﬁmnedaco Wmmdmidlsland director of Bayard Cutting ‘ELDER STATESMAN"
during World War II, company, S tem‘lsa Arboretum, said the William “Bill is the elder statesman
attending Furman Uni-  prestigious as dﬂhlmgmdenatl’hnﬁng ~ Wolkoff Dahlia Garden is a of the dahlia world and the
versi!yinGreenville.Scuth Carnegie Hx]i. Fields. “major draw” to the arbore- force by
Carolina, to study aeronautical It was not until Wolkoff Bythelalel”Os,Wo&mf tum. At the Island Dahlia Is]mdDahhaSuae;‘y‘s]
navigation, as required by his retired at age 62 that his inter-  propc building a dahlia Society’s Dahlia Exhibi- commitment,” Wiecks said. “It
military orders. Before being est in dahlias bloomed after a r Cutting Ar- tion and Photo Show on Sept. 3 is like no other, and I belong to
deployed to Germany, he mar-  longtime friend introduced Brian  and 4, both the arboretum and  a lot of different plant soci- -
‘ried his high school sweet- him to gardening. “He showed FelLAtﬁm.hiﬁaaMahack theevematttmedneaﬂy eties. One thing you don’t
heart.thelateMarieGrmde.in me how to plant dahlias at my  wall because of fears volun- always see volunteers is
1944, 3 house,” >ff recalled. “1 teerswmndn’tkeepqpfhe czeddeolhoﬂandhxs follow-through and commit- -
a yeaxlater, found s his passion for gardening though. greetor w , a lurdvzmhnggmup gets
work as a plasterer and the grew, Wolkoff joined the Long  “saw the benefits of the gar- things done.






